Identification of Nramp2 as an iron transport protein: another piece of the intestinal iron absorption puzzle.
Although a number of iron-binding proteins have been identified, the roles for specific proteins in mediating iron absorption have not been definitively assigned. Two recent papers report the identification of an iron transport protein that may be responsible for movement of iron from the intestinal lumen into the enterocyte. Coupled with the recent identification of the protein mutated in hemochromatosis, researchers are now establishing a clearer picture of the mechanism of intestinal iron absorption.